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Welcome to the first edition of the RFU 
Discipline Newsletter. We hope to make this 
update informative, useful and an interesting 
way to receive periodic updates on all things 
rugby discipline.  

Please do feel free to circulate this newsletter to 
all clubs, personnel within your CB who you feel 
may be interested in the updates. 

Meet Valentina Bianchetto our new Discipline Dept 
Administrator! 

Valentina joined the RFU in July 2019. She is currently coaching 
the minis at Hampstead RFC and has experience in both England 
and Italy of coaching this age group.  

Vale has a degree in Physical Education and Sports Science, and 
has completed the RFU Leadership Academy course as well as 
her Level 1 Coaching course in Italy. She recently completed her 
level 2 coaching course with the RFU and is putting this 
experience in to practise coaching the Women’s section at 
Hampstead. 

Useful links & contacts 

England Rugby Discipline website  
 
Discipline general enquiries: 
disciplinerfu@rfu.com 
 
GMS support:  
GMSSupport@RFU.com  
 

A recap of the 2018/19 Season  

At CB level, a total of 1255 cases were dealt with over the course of the season which represents 
a significant decrease from the last few years.   

 Season 
2012/13 

Season 
2013/14 

Season 
2014/15 

Season 
2015/16 

Season 
2016/17 

Season 
2017/18 

Season 
2018/19 

CB 1503 1576 1531 1670 1588 1590 

  

1255 

RFU 219 166 191 174 184 137 162 

Total 1722 1742 1722 1844 1772 1727 1417 

 

The highest offence was again punching/striking (448 of 1255) followed by 2 yellow cards which 
had decreased significantly from previous seasons.  

Encouragingly, all CB’s reported a decrease in cases of Match Official Abuse, a trend that will 
hopefully continue in to the new season.  

 
 

https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/discipline
mailto:disciplinerfu@rfu.com
mailto:GMSSupport@RFU.com


 

A new high tackle framework introduced 
by World Rugby…. 

 

Hopefully you should have now received 
the high tackle framework which was sent 
out to all on the 17th July.  

The framework is available on the World 
Rugby website here World Rugby High 
Tackle framework  

Don’t forget the sanction tables for both 
the adult and youth games (Reg 19 
Appendix 2 and Appendix 6) have also 
been updated to reflect these changes and 
the note at the top of those two tables now 
reads as follows:- 

“Note: Any act of foul play which results 
in contact with the head and/or neck 
shall result in at least a mid-range 
sanction” 

This is a change from last season so please 
ensure that your Clubs and Players are 
aware of this before attending any 
disciplinary hearings.  

 

CB training – what’s the plan? 

Over the course of the 19/20 season, the 
Discipline team will be contacting individual 
CB’s to arrange training dates/meetings as 
needed.  

If your CB has a need to train or recruit new 
panel members, identify a new Discipline 
Secretary or Assistant Discipline Secretary or 
just find new ways to engage clubs in your area 
then let us know.  

Thanks also to everyone who’s attended the Age 
Grade Seminars to date.  

 

 

  

GMS…. Everyone’s favourite topic! 

We understand that there are still a number of 
CB’s who are not accessing GMS and uploading 
their judgments to the portal after hearings.  

We are encouraging all CB’s to ensure that this 
is done as we are working towards this being a 
mandatory requirement.   

The system is only as good as the data it contains 
so please do your best to ensure that everything 
is updated. If you need further assistance then 
please let us know, we are very happy to arrange 
training sessions as needed.   Key dates for your diaries 

07.09.19: Levels 5 & below season starts 

07.09.19: National League season starts 

14.09.19: Levels 7 & below season starts 

20.09.19: RWC 19 Opening Ceremony 

21.09.19: Tyrrells 15s & TP15’s 
Development season starts 

12.10.19: Greene King IPA 
Championship season starts 

19.10.19: Premiership league season 
starts 

02.11.19: RWC19 Final  

 
Get in touch for next time 

We want to hear from you for our next edition due at the end of October 2019. 

Please get in touch and share any news, interesting cases, updates or other information 

Please click here to email your stories   Discipline & Judicial newsletter 

Updates to RFU Regulation 19 

RFU Regulation 19 has been updated (available 
here) and is in effect as of the 1st August. There 
are no major changes to the regulations, only 
the following small changes:- 

RFU Regulation 19.5.1 – Clarification on the 
role of a Referee and in what circumstances 
their on-field decisions can be overturned 

Changes to the note at the outset of the 
Sanction Tables as set out above (re High 
Tackle sanction Framework. 

https://laws.worldrugby.org/index.php?domain=9&language=EN
https://laws.worldrugby.org/index.php?domain=9&language=EN
mailto:rebeccamorgan@rfu.com
https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/rules-and-regulations/regulations/regulation-19-discipline
https://www.englandrugby.com/governance/rules-and-regulations/regulations/regulation-19-discipline

