
‘Under the Posts’ with Lee Weatherley  – NRU Director of Education & Youth 
Which Club did you first play for and what position? 
Percy Park RFC from about 18, mainly as centre and wing but sometimes a flanker! 
What’s been your most memorable rugby match? 
Easter weekend, Dublin 1990: to be honest it’s a bit of a blur!  Post-match celebrations on Saturday led to playing loose 
head on Sunday morning,  I re-visited the club on a business trip & memories came flooding back. 
What’s your rugby highlight? 
Taking a group of 6 year olds through to U16’s & seeing some of them now play senior rugby around the county. 
What’s your aspiration for rugby in Northumberland? 
To grow the game and create the best possible experience for everyone. 
What is your profession? 
I’m a strategic account manager for an engineering products and services company. 
What do you do to relax after a busy day? 
Spend some quality time with the family and am partial to binge watching box-sets, real ales & single malts! 
What are you looking forward to most in the next 12 months? 
Working with my co-directors developing collaborations and building on the efforts of our predecessors. 
 

   Developing Young Referees  
In October, as part of the Young Rugby Ambassador programme, 

Northumberland Rugby Development Team, in partnership with 

Newcastle Falcons, held a Refereeing Children Award at Kingston 

Park.  A total of 43 students took part from clubs & schools and got 

to test their new skills at the Northumberland Emerging Schools 

Festival with nearly 600 year 7 & 8 students.  
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Chinese Rugby Delegation Visit 
A delegation of male rugby players & staff from two 
universities in China recently visited our region and met 
with representatives of Northumbria University & 
Northumberland Rugby.  China are keen to invest in Rugby 
7’s and develop sporting partnerships within the UK.  Click 
for the full story  
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Restart a Heart Day 
On 15th October Northumberland Rugby Union hosted an event at Newcastle 

Falcons for Restart a Heart Day, with over 20 members from clubs attending, 

including age-grade players from Blyth RFC.  Cathryn Clark, County RugbySafe 

Lead, delivered adult & paediatric CPR training, including the use of automatic 

defibrillators.  If your club is interested in getting an automatic defibrillator, the 

RFU have partnered with the Community Heartbeat Trust - click for more details 

… 

 

 

 

 

Chair of Governance at Tynedale 
Tynedale RFC recently took the decision to 
adopt a “One Club” policy. As a result the 
important role of Chair of Governance was 
established and John Austin took up the 
position.  Speaking about his role, John says 
“it’s intended to help all sections of the club 
comply with the many regulations that now 
surround our sport.”  
 
John will deliver a presentation about his new 
role & its advantages at the NRU General 
Meeting on the 19th November at Percy Park 
RFC.  We’re sure this will be a thought-
provoking presentation and we hope your 
County Club Representative will report back to 
your club about the role. 

 

 

 
Training for Young Referees 

 

Upcoming Events 
• 19 Nov – NRU General Meeting @ Percy  Park 

@ 6.30 pm 

 

Northumberland Rugby Union Office – 0191 2864399 
Editor: Penny Stewart.  Email: pstewart@northumberlandrfu.co.uk 

 

 
Blyth RFC U15s 

 

 

 

Team of the Month Winners – September 2018 
Huge congratulations to Blyth’s U15s for winning Team of the Month 
Award for September.  The judging panel thought this team had shown 
great resilience.  Read more about the team here and why they were 
worthy winners.  They win 20 tickets to the European Challenge Cup 
courtesy of Newcastle2019.com. Remember nominations are now open 
for November, just click here for more details and enter your team. 

 

 

Send details to  
pstewart@northumberlandrfu.co.uk 
And don’t forget to send a photo too! 
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Stronger in Union 

Launch of Newcastle2019 Legacy Programme 
NRU have been working in conjunction with Newcastle2019 European 
Finals Weekend to offer all clubs within Northumberland CB a 
fantastic fundraising and legacy opportunity.  We urge all clubs to get 

involved with this initiative.  Please click here for more details … 

 

Girls U15s National Cup 
The 1st round of the Girls u15s National Cup took place in Oct 

with Tynedale playing Whitley Bay Rockcliff & Morpeth taking 

on Alnwick. This is the first time Northumberland have four 

clubs entered in this u15s National competition, all competing 

in a pool with Cockermouth (Cumbria) & Ryton (Durham).   

Protector Group Friendly Festival 
This year’s Friendly Festival for U6-U16s has been 
another success, with over 2,500 children taking part. 
Organised by NRU & hosted by Percy Park & Whitley 
Bay Rockcliff RFC, it’s run over 3 weekends in Sept 
and Oct as a celebration of rugby, with no scores 
being taken except for the U16s. 
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