
 

 
 
 

Future in Women’s Rugby Webinar 
 
 

Dear Players and Parents 
 
I would like to invite you to a webinar that will be held on 3rd March, starting at 7pm.  
 
The aim is to encourage our fantastic pool of junior rugby players in the North East to continue to 
enjoy their sport, at whatever level, beyond U18’s. There are many different paths that are open 
depending on what you want to do in the future, be that university or apprenticeships or employment. 
There is always a path open to you and we want to help support that journey so that you can continue 
to play and enjoy rugby wherever life may take you.  
 
This webinar is open to both players and parents of U18s female players and will discuss rugby at 
university. So, if you are currently in school years 11, 12 or 13 this will be of interest to you in providing 
a view of what university rugby could hold for you. 
 
On this webinar you will hear from Gareth Bowden who is head coach for Northumberland County 
Senior Ladies as well as the Development Officer for both Newcastle and Northumbria University. You 
will also hear from Darren Fearn who is Director of Rugby for Newcastle University and Jon Benson 
who is Director of Rugby for Northumbria University – Newcastle. Both will explain the programmes 
that they offer as well as an overview of studying at the universities.  
 
Northumberland has a large number of girls coming through and I, along with the coaches on the call, 
are keen to keep girls involved and enjoying rugby through the transition to the senior game. All 
coaches working in the region would like to see girls and women’s rugby continue to grow whether at 
one of the universities, the development of more clubs offering women’s rugby and the strength of 
the Northumberland County team. 
 
The format of the evening will be a 7pm start so please arrive before this so we can start on time. 
There will be an introduction and then a presentation by both Darren and Jon and also a talk from 
Gareth which should last an hour, and then there will be chance to ask any further questions you might 
have. We will aim to be finished by 8:30pm as best we can. Please could you fill in the google form 
below so that we have an idea of rough numbers for the webinar and we will send out the link for the 
webinar the day before the event to those that have signed up.  
 
Register in advance for this webinar: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_QB_2Mx_USYKZXE31_Kt4pw  
After registering, you will receive a confirmation email containing information about joining the 
webinar. 
 
Any questions about the event please get in touch and I will help all I can. I hope you will join us and 
look forward to seeing you at the webinar.  
 
Kind Regards  
Nathan Harrap  
Northumberland County Girls 
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