
Referees Society Annual Dinner – 24th Jan 2019 

The Referees Society are delighted to announce that the Season 2018-19 Annual Dinner will take place 

on Thursday 24th January 2019 at Newcastle Falcons. Tickets are priced at £32, and the main after 

dinner speaker will be former Scotland and British & Irish Lion, Scott Hastings.  For more information 

and to apply for tickets, click here. 

 

 

‘Under the Posts’ with Jim Coulson  – NRU Hon. Secretary 
Which Club did you first play for and what position? 
Whilst playing at University in London and also for Bracknell in my early 20’s at fly half – I also coached them. 
What’s been your most memorable rugby match and why? 
My first international participation – North Division vs New Zealand at Gateshead Stadium in Nov 1983, as TJ with Alan Welsby 
and Jim Fleming as Referee; I was running alongside Inga Tuigamala, with Steve Bainbridge, Alan Old and Colin White also 
playing. 
What’s your rugby highlight? 
Setting up the Referee Federations and the Rugby Football Referees’ Union, RFRU. 
What’s your aspiration for rugby in Northumberland? 
That our Clubs and County teams enjoy their rugby and are successful. 
What was your profession? 
Only consulting now but I have been a chemist, flavorist, microbiologist, engineer and inventor. 
What was the last film you watched and did you enjoy it? 
Darkest Hour; loved it. 
If you had the power to change anything, what would it be? 
Other than ensuring everyone was healthy, it would be to see the Toon win the Premier League! 
What are you looking forward to most in the next 12 months? 
Seeing the Falcons staying in the Premiership and Tranmere Rovers promoted again. 
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Here come the girls …. 
We’re absolutely delighted with the new video which has been produced to promote Women’s and Girl’s 
rugby in Northumberland.  If you haven’t seen it yet, click here to watch. 
 
It encompasses many great reasons why women and girls play rugby here in Northumberland, together 
with providing a flavour of what to expect should you wish to give it a go.  Our huge appreciation must 
go to Northern Goose Productions, Oscar Maung-Haley and Carlos Corriea for all their hard work in its 
production.  Please get in touch with your local club if you wish to give it a go.  To find your nearest 
club, click here.  There are also a series of Inner Warrior training camps being run across our region 
between the 12th-27th January 2019, so please drop an email to davereed@rfu.com if you’re interested 

and he will let you know where and what date. 

Northumberland Rugby Union Office – 0191 2864399 
Editor: Penny Stewart.  Email: pstewart@northumberlandrfu.co.uk 

 

Morpeth U15 girls won the 

Northumberland County Cup for the 

second year running in December.  In a 

tight game, Morpeth beat Tynedale U15s 

with some fantastic rugby on show from 

both teams. 

Are you following? 
 

    @RFUNorth 

   
@northumberlandRFU 

Gemma achieves national recognition 
Gemma Bell, Tynedale Panthers U15s Captain, has been selected for 
the 'Scotland U16s Girls Early Talent ID Rugby Academy'. This is the 
first step on the Scotland international pathway and is a well-
deserved honour for a talented and dedicated player who 
undoubtedly has a sparkling future in rugby ahead of her. Well done 
Gemma and we wish much success! 

 

Send details to  
pstewart@northumberlandrfu.co.uk 
And don’t forget to send a photo too! 
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Gemma Bell 

Upcoming Events 
• 5 Jan – County U16s Festival v Cumbria & 

Durham @ KP @ 10.30am 

• 13 Jan – U18s North Festival @ KP 

@11.30am 

• 16 Jan – County U20s v Newcastle Uni  

(training match) @ KP @ 7.30pm 

• 21 Jan – County General Meeting @ Novos 
RFC @ 6.30pm 

• 24 Jan – Northumberland Rugby Union 
Referees Society Dinner @ KP@ 7pm 

 

Northumberland Rugby News …. 
• Video: Here come the girls …. 

• Team of the Month Winners – Nov 18  

• Referees Society Dinner – 24 Jan 19 

•  ‘Under the Posts’ with Jim Coulson 

• The Next Generation - YRAs 

• Gemma Bell – Scotland call-up 

For more events, news & Info  – 

northumberlandrugbyunion.com 

 

 

 

 

Young Rugby 

Ambassadors 

 The Next Generation  
Before our Emerging Schools Festival in December, these Young Rugby Ambassadors 

were presented with their match official shirts by Jamie Leahy, Match Official 

Development Officer for the North. The programme is now producing some quality young 

volunteers in many clubs in Northumberland. The Rugby Development Team including 

Simon O Neil are seeing some great results from the programme, with all of the 

candidates refereeing and coaching in their clubs. The programme is going from 

strength to strength with names already being put forward for the new year’s intake. 

 

 

 
 

Jim Coulson 

County Secretary 

 
Medicals RFC 

Team of the Month Winners – November 2018 
Our congratulations to Medicals RFC for winning Team of the Month 
Award for November 2018.  Read more about the team here and why 
they were successful winners.  They win 20 tickets to the European 
Challenge Cup courtesy of Newcastle2019.com. Remember nominations 
are now open for January, just click here for more details and enter 
your team. 
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