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SPECIAL EDITION – NEW REGULATION CONFUSION! 

So, just when we all thought we were on top of things, it seems the RFU has put the cat amongst the pigeons by introducing 
some changes to regulations. These were briefly touched upon in the August News Bulletin, but since we have had quite a 
few emails and calls about this, we thought it might be helpful to set the record straight and provide some clarity. We hope 
the following is useful to you. 

  

What are the changes that relate specifically to Safeguarding? 

The main areas of confusion relate to the two following amendments to the regulations: 

Regulation 21.1.6 

Each Club with an age grade section, or which has 17 year olds playing adult rugby must 
complete an annual RFU safeguarding audit through GMS by 30 September 
2019…. 
 

 
Do you have age-grade teams, or are you likely to have 17 year olds who will apply to play up into the adult game at 
your club? Perhaps a simpler way to look at this is, do you have anyone under the age of 18 who is playing, or is 
likely to play rugby at the club in any team? If so, this applies to you and you must complete the GMS safeguarding 
audit questionnaire. The audit can be found in the questionnaire section of GMS. Don’t panic, this isn’t a big piece 
of work. It won’t take you weeks to prepare and complete. It is 20 questions. We ask you to complete the 
questionnaire honestly and openly. Yes, you can submit questionnaires with negative responses. Yes, you can add 
some extra details in the comments if you think it is relevant. 
 
Do I only need to complete the questionnaire if my club intends to apply for 17 years olds to play up? 
The GMS questionnaire applies to all clubs that has age-grade rugby or is likely to have 17 year olds playing up into 
the adult game. In other words, if there are any players under the age of 18, it applies to you no matter what team 
they play in. You must complete the questionnaire before 30th September, and renew it every year. To be clear, the 
regulations relating to 17 year olds playing up are separate to this regulation. They do overlap of course, but I will 
come onto that later. 
 
What does it mean if I can’t answer all of the questions positively?  
Let’s face it, in an ideal world it would be great if all clubs could answer each of the questions with positive answers 
demonstrating that they have Safeguarding in the bag at their club. However, we recognise that this is unlikely, at 
least initially in the early stages of completing the questionnaire. Think of it as a starting point. A tool to help you 
identify where your club needs to improve, a declaration to say that as a club you will strive to reach high standards 
and put Safeguarding at the heart of everything you do. So if, for example, you cannot say honestly that Safeguarding 
is a standing item on the club’s committee agenda, then you may answer “no”. If you have plans to introduce this, 
then you can add this detail in the comments.  
 
Quick tip: If we’ve asked the question in the audit, we think it’s a good idea! 

Important Note: If you completed the audit before 16th August, could you please double check that the status is 
shown as ‘submitted’ and if it states that the questionnaire is ‘open’ please submit again. If your audit is showing 
as ‘Open’ your CB Safeguarding Manager will not be able to see your answers. 



 

 
  

Regulation 15.5.1  
 
Subject to regulation 15.7 a male and female player can play and train in adult contact 
rugby when they reach their seventeenth birthday provided (certain) conditions are 
met. 

 
 
 
The conditions that you need to meet in order to allow a 17 year old to play up are specified in the regulations. They 
are much the same as was required in previous years, save to say that there are now some additional steps.  
 
If you have 17 year olds who wish to play up into the adult game you should think of it now as a 2 step process as 
follows:   
 

1. Is the club approved to allow 17 year olds to play up? 
2. Is the individual player approved to play up? 

 
 

To ensure that the club is approved you will be asked to confirm that: 
 

a. The RFU Safeguarding Policy and RFU Regulation 21 (Safeguarding) are complied with.  
b. The Club has an appointed Safeguarding Officer and is approved by its Constituent Body to play 17 year 

olds in adult rugby for the season by completing the Playing Adult Rugby – Club Approval Form and 
process. 

 
This is where things overlap, and where some confusion has arisen. In simple terms, when deciding if a club will be 
approved to host 17 year olds in the adult game, the CB will be looking to see if as a club you have met the above 
requirements. In doing so, they will look at your Safeguarding Audit Questionnaire that you will have completed on 
GMS. Based on the answers given to the audit questions, and also to other information they have available, the CB 
will decide whether the club is approved to have 17 year olds playing up. Step 1 complete! You can move on to step 
2. This is much the same as before and requires a player assessment.  
 
We hope this has been helpful. Please see the links below for some more detailed and in depth information. 
 
 

CLUB APPROVAL FORM  

Club Guide 

Regulation 15.5 

Player Approval Form 

 

 

https://rfu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/clarescott_rfu_com/Documents/Age%20grade/190601%20Playing%20Adult%20Rugby%20Club%20Approval%20Form%202019.docx?d=w9f581d6934c5451e96f6ede84b797f42&csf=1&e=8Jod9O
https://rfu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/clarescott_rfu_com/Documents/Age%20grade/Club%20guide%20-%20Regulation%2015.5.%20A%2017%20year%20old%20playing%20adult%20rugby%20(002).pdf?csf=1&e=cTGJ7q
https://rfu-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/personal/clarescott_rfu_com/Documents/Age%20grade/REGULATION%2015.5%20Playing%20Adult%20Rugby%20(002).pdf?csf=1&e=I8UuxK
https://rfu-my.sharepoint.com/:w:/r/personal/clarescott_rfu_com/Documents/Age%20grade/190601%20Playing%20Adult%20Rugby%20Player%20Approval%20Form%202019.docx?d=w26d6aaef9aae43bd8815614b9fe54fff&csf=1&e=IoL4Vp
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